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Launch of To My American Readers
A Free Magazine Available April 17th 2006

The French Cultural Services, in partnership with PEN American Center and La Villa Gillet in Lyon, France, are launching a one-time magazine entitled To My American Readers, a free literary publication available all across the United States as of April 24th.

This magazine will feature a selection of literary works, fiction and non-fiction, written by 18 French-speaking authors and specially translated for World Voices 2006, the second annual PEN American Center's Festival of International Literature in New York.

“It offers a specific look at today’s French literature, humanities and social sciences. Each of the translated works is introduced by a personal “Letter to Americans” by the author explaining the meaning, the originality, and the purpose of his or her writing,” explains Fabrice Rozié, Literary Attaché at the French Cultural Services.

To My American Readers will be available at World Voices’ sites (check: www.pen.org) , at Barnes and Noble, at more than 200 independent bookstores throughout the United States, in Los Angeles (UCLA) during the Los Angeles Times Festival of Books on April 29th and 30th, and in Washington D.C. during Book Expo America from May 18th to May 21st. The magazine is already available online (www.frenchbooknews.com and www.villagillet.net). A 48-page magazine in English, 30,000 issues of To My American Readers will be in circulation.

The French Cultural Services will also host the opening night of World Voices on April 24th with a special evening honoring distinguished American novelist Richard Ford with the medal of Commander of the Order of Arts and Letters.

For more information on the French Cultural Services and the authors featured in To My American Readers on: www.frenchbooksnews.com and www.frenchculture.org .For more information on PEN American Center, World Voices and La Villa Gillet on: www.pen.org and www.villagillet.org 
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